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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

I (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim +7, further comprising the steps of 
providing a plurality of batches of cork stoppers and testing each and every cork stopper 
in said plurality of batches in the manner of steps a)-h). 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim +L wherein the analyte comprises 
TCA. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim +7, wherein each of said first and 
second sensors is an electronic nose operatively configured to sense TCA. 

5. (Original) A method according to claim 4, wherein step c includes moving a fluid from 
the first item to the first sensor. 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 5, wherein step c includes blowing said fluid 
from the first item to the first sensor. 

7. (Currently Amended) A mothod acc ord ing to c)aiaa - l, further comprising A method flf 
iftstm p at least a first cork stopper and a s econd cork stopper for the presence of an 
analvtc that causes cork taint in wine, comprising the steps of: 

&\ moving the first cork stopper to a first position: 

moving a first sensor to a second position proximate said first position, said first 
sensor being operativelv configured to detect th e presence of the analyte: 

c) determining via said first sensor whether the analvte is present in/on The first cork 
stopper; 

eft movina the first cork stopper out o f said first position: 

moving said first sensor out of said secon d position: 
n moving a second cork sto pper into said first position: 
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n) n„win . a second sensor to said second position, said sec ond sensorja>g«aiydy 
ennfitmred to detect the pre sence of the analyte; 

H^rmir^rl via said se rnnri sensor whethe r thft ana l y te is present in/on the second , 
cork stopper; and 

iL_placing said first sensor in communication with sensor electronics substantially only 
when said first sensor is in said first position. 

8. (Original) A method according to claim 7, wherein the step of placing said first sensor 
in communication with said sensor electronics includes contacting a plurality of probes 
with a plurality of leads that are each in electrical communication with said first sensor. 

Claims 9 and 10: (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method of testing at least a first item and a second item for 
the presence of an analyte, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a plurality of sensors operatively configured for sensing the presence of the 
analyte; 

b) providing sensor electronics operatively configured to make eacb of said plurality of 
sensors operational for sensing the presence of the analyte; 

c) moving a first one of said plurality of sensors to a location proximate the first item; 

d) placing said first one of said plurality of sensors into communication with said sensor 
electronics substantially only when said first one of said plurality of sensors is in said 
location so as to make said first one of said plurality of sensors operational; 

e) testing the first item for the presence of the analyte using said first one of said 
plurality of sensors; 

f) moving a second oDe of said plurality of sensors to said location; 

g) placing said second one of said plurality of sensors into communication with said 
sensor electronics substantially only when said first one of said plurality of sensors is 
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in said location so as to make said second one of said plurality of sensors operational; 
and 

h) testing the second item for the presence of the analyte using said second one of said 
plurality of sensors. 

12. (Original) A method according to claim 11 , wherein each of steps d and g includes 
contacting a plurality of probes with a plurality of leads that are each in electrical 
communication with the corresponding one of said first and second sensors. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 4^20, wherein each of said 
plurality of sensors comprises an electronic nose. 

15. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 14, further comprising a third 
system for moving a fluid so as to move at least a portion of the analyte, if present, from 
the one of said plurality of cork stoppers located at said first position to the one of said 
plurality of sensors located at said second position. 

I 16. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1320, wherein each of said 
plurality of cork stoppers is either accepted or rejected based upon the non- 
presence/presence of the analyte, the apparatus further comprising a fourth system for 
diverting rejected ones of said plurality of cork stoppers. 

I 1 7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 4420, wherein said first system 
comprises a conveyor that conveys each of said plurality of cork stoppers to said first 
position. 

18. (Origiual) An apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said conveyor includes a 
flexible web. 
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19. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 1 8, wherein said flexible web 
includes a plurality of receivers each configured to receive a corresponding one of said 
plurality of cork stoppers. 

20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for tasting each one of a plurality of cork stopp ers 
for the presence of an analvte that causes co rk taint in wine, comprising: 
a ) a plurality of sensors, each op c rativelv configured for deteclinp the analyte that 

causes cork taint in wine; 
h) * first system that moves each one of said p lurality of cork stoppers, in seriatim, to a 

first position; 

c\ a second system that moves each one of said plura lity of sensors, in seriatim, tQ a 
second position Incated prox fmaiK said first positionAn apparatus according to claim 
4^, wbweitt-said second system p«mp<4sefr corriprising a linear conveyor that conveys 
each of said plurality of sensors to said second posinonriand 
H ) a controller operativelv connected to said second system and operativelv eonfi&ured 
to cause said second system to move ano ther one of said plurality of sensors into said 
second position each rime said first sys tem moves one of said plurality of cork 
stoppers into said first position. 

21 . (Original) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said conveyor comprises a 
flexible web, each of said plurality of sensors being secured to said flexible web. 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim +3-20, wherein said second 
system recycles said plurality of sensors. 

| 23 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim ^20, wherein each one of said 
plurality of sensors is a single-use sensor. 
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24. (Currently Amended) A n ap pflf ato s accordirflt n rlni m 13, farther c< *apreHflg-M 
gpEamuj for taring each o ne of a plurality of cork stoppers for the presence of an 
agjlyjLe tw cauggg. corJs taint in wine, comprising: 

?> 9 Blurajja rtf sensors, each onerativelv configured for detesting the analvte that 
causes cork taint in wine; 

a Brst *v«»™ that mov es gach one of said plurality of cork poppers, in seriatim, to_a 
first position; 

^ > a mennd system that moves each o ne of said plurality of sensors, in seriatim, to a 

s econd position located proximate said first position: 
H ) « stroller onerativelv connected to said second system and operative^ cpniiRured 

tn cause said second system to m, ove anothe r one of said plurality of sensors into said 

second position fta ch time said first system moves one of said plurality of cork 

stoppers into said first position: and 
c) sensor electronics; and 

wherein each of said plurality of sensors is in electrical communication with said sensor 
electronics when located only substantially in said second position. 

25. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according - to claim 13, further com prising An 
Tpaintns for testing e ach one of a pl u rality of cork stoppers for Ihe presence of an 
analvte that causes cork tai nt in wine, comprising: 

a ) a plurality of sensors, each operativelv co o fipured for detecting the analvte that 

causes cork taint in wine: 
H ) a first system that moves each one of said plurality of cofk , stoppers, m seriatim, to a 

first position; 

gj * ^conri system that moves eac h one of said plurality of sensors, in seriatim, to a 

second position located proxima te said first position; 
H ) a controller operalivelv connected to said second system and operatively configured 

to pause, said second system to move anoth e r one of said plurality of sensprs into said 
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ggcgnd BQSjttfiD each lim e- gajd first system moves one of said plurality of cork 
stop pers into sa iH first position: and 
£> sensor electronics operatively configured to, in seriatim, make each of said plurality 
of sensors operational for sensing the presence of the analyte. 

26. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 25, wherein said sensor electronics includes 
aplurality of probes and each one of said plurality of sensors including aplurality of leads 
for contacting said plurality of probes, the apparatus further comprising a fourth system that 
moves at least one of said plurality of probes and one of said plurality of probes so that said 
plurality of probes and said plurality of leads contact one another. 

27. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 4^25, wherein each of said 
plurality of sensors is operatively configured to sense TCA. 
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